Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Text 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 01 LUXEMB 00141 250656Z 
ACTION EUR- 12 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO SAJ-01 CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-04 H-01 
INR-07 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-01 PRS-01 SP-02 SS-15 
USIA-06 TRSE-00 /059 W 

250705 038966/10 

R 241600Z FEB 77 
FM AMEMBASSY LUXEMBOURG 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 5617 
INFO AMEMBASSY BONN 
AMEMBASSY BRUSSELS 
AMEMBASSY COPENHAGEN 
AMEMBASSY DUBLIN 
AMEMBASSY THE HAGUE 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 
AMEMBASSY PARIS 
AMEMBASSY ROME 
USMISSION EC BRUSSELS 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE LUXEMBOURG 0141 

E.O. 11652: NA 
TAGS: PGOV, LU, EEC 

SUB J : DIRECT ELECTIONS TO THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT: LUXEMBOURG 
PREPARATIONS 

1 . MFA POLITICAL DIRECTOR REPORTS THAT GOL PREPARATIONS FOR 
DIRECT ELECTIONS ARE ON SCHEDULE. A MIXED COMMITTEE OF GOVERN- 
MENT OFFICIALS AND PARLIAMENTARIANS HAS BEEN MEETING TO DRAFT 
LEGISLATION. MAIN BONE OF CONTENTION, WHICH WILL HAVE TO BE 
RESOLVED AT THE POLITICAL LEVEL, IS WHETHER LUXEMBOURG'S SIX 
MEMBERS WILLBE ELECTED AT LARGE, IN EXISTING OR IN NEWLY FORMED 
ELECTROAL DISTRICTS. THIS IS NOT A SERIOUS HANG-UP, BUT 
LUXEMBOURG, LIKE ITS LARGER PARTENRS, IS SUBJECT TO REGIONAL 
PRESSURES. IN ANY CASE, ELECTION WILL BE BY PRPORTIONAL 
REPRESENTATION, WHICH WILL VERY LIKELY PERMIT REPRESENTATION 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 LUXEMB 00141 250656Z 

OF EACH OF LUXEMBOURG'S FOUR MAJOR PARTIES (INCLUDING THE 
COMMUNISTS). 

2. ANOTHER QUESTION BEING DISCUSSED IN THE MIXED COMMITTEE 
IS WHETHER THE DRAFT LAW WILL REQUIRE A SIMPLE MAJORITY OR 
THE TWO-THIRDS MAJORITY NECESSARY TO AMEND THE CONSTITUTION. 
NO MATER WHAT THE DISCION ON THIS ISSUE. THE LAW IS LIKELY 
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TO WIN APPROVAL BY AN OVERWHELMING MAJORITY IN THE CHAMBER OF 
DEPUTIES AS ONLY THE COMMUNISTS, WHO HOLD FIVE OF THE FIFTY- 
NINE SEATS, ARE OPPOSED. 

3. THE MIXED COMMITTEE PLANS TO HAVE DRAFT LEGISLATION READY 
BY MID- 1 977 AND OUR SOURCE FORESEES EASY PASSAGE OF THE LAW 
WELL BEFORE THE END OF THIS YEAR. PHILLIPS 
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